
 
 

Los Angeles Trust for Children’s Health,  
California School Health Centers Association and ART from the ashes  

present Wellness Works, a benefit art exhibition honoring Jan Kern 
May 17, 2012 at Barnsdall Gallery Theater 

 
(Los Angeles, CA) – In March of 2012, dozens of artists from around Southern California 
collected materials from a demolished auto shop building at Hollywood High School.  From 
what some may consider remnants, these artists will create works of art that will be shown 
and sold at a benefit exhibition to support new school-based health centers in LA County.   
 
Incorporating the reclaimed materials from the auto shop – which is also the future home of 
the new school-based health center – is not only symbolic of how students’ lives can be 
transformed when they have access to healthcare, but is also a real example of the cathartic 
power of art to support a community.  In ART from the ashes’ spirit of “Support. Inspire. 
Create. Renew.” these one of a kind works of art show creativity and re-use as a channel for 
transformation and positivity. Participating artists donate 100% of their talent to support this 
creative philosophy. 
  
This unique event, called Wellness Works, is organized by three non-profits working to 
support healthy children and successful students.  It will be held Thursday, May 17th at the 
Barnsdall Gallery Theater in Los Angeles.   
 
Wellness Works, hosted by Los Angeles Trust for Children's Health, California School 
Health Centers Association and ART from the ashes will honor Jan Kern, a long-time 
champion for the health and wellness of the children in Los Angeles. 
 
As Ms. Kern and other health and education advocates know, poor health (physical, oral, 
behavioral and emotional) can derail students’ ability to succeed, forcing them to miss school 
or lose focus in class.  This is why, in 2009, the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) 
invested nearly $28 million in joint-use facility bond funds to build Wellness Centers on 13 
campuses. These Wellness Centers will provide preventive services, early intervention and 
linkage to community-based sources of care to students and families.  
 
LAUSD’s school health center expansion is part of a growing movement in California to 
provide quality health care where the kids are – in school.  California has 183 school health 
centers with at least another ten scheduled to open within the next two years.  
 
Los Angeles Trust for Children’s Health (the LA Trust) and California School Health Centers 
Association (CSHC) support current and emerging school health centers by promoting school 
wellness, advocating for improved school health policy and training health professionals and 
community members working in school health centers. 
 
Proceeds from Wellness Works will benefit the LA Trust, CSHC and ART from the ashes, all 
of which are 501(c)(3) non-profits. 
  
Thursday May 17th 
Wellness Works  
Benefit Art Exhibition Honoring Jan Kern 
Barnsdall Gallery Theatre 
4800 Hollywood Blvd, LA 
6pm-10pm 
Ticket price $50 general admission, $100 VIP (reserve wine tastings, artist 
reception 6-7pm, plus main event)  
includes art exhibition, silent auction, live music, food & wine 
visit www.schoolhealthcenters.orgto purchase tickets 
 



About the Honoree 
Jan Kern has more than 25 years of experience working with nonprofits and currently serves 
as Senior Advisor at Cause Communications.  She has served in a variety of leadership and 
management positions, and her expertise includes strategic program development and 
execution, staff management, team building and relationship development. 
 
As a pioneer in collaborating with community leaders to create nonprofit organizations that 
answer the needs of Los Angeles’ diverse neighborhoods, Jan has a longstanding interest in 
providing children and youth with the services and programs they require to succeed. During 
her tenure as the Vice President of Incubator Services for Community Partners and as a 
Program Specialist with Southern California Grantmakers, she helped fledgling community 
projects; initiatives and foundations maximize their impact on civic life.  Currently she consults 
with foundations and nonprofit organizations and is a Senior Advisor at Hershey Cause a 
communications firm. 
 
Jan has been a founding board member of several nonprofit organizations and continues to 
provide leadership on selected boards and community initiatives. Since 2002, she has served 
as president of the LA Trust. 
 
About ART from the ashes 
ART from the ashes (AFTA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization whose mission is to support 
communities devastated by natural disaster through the creation of art. In the spirit of 
"Support. Inspire. Create. Renew" artists create one-of-a-kind works of art utilizing materials 
reclaimed from disaster site locations, which are then exhibited in a benefit exhibition. 
Proceeds support the affected community to aid in their recovery process. In the wake of 
devastation and destruction, these works of art symbolize one's ability to renew, rebuild and 
persevere. AFTA's inspiration stems from the desire to help heal and reconnect communities 
as they face challenges and hardships in the aftermath of natural disaster. The efforts of ART 
from the ashes are supported by contributing artists, volunteers, sponsors and donations. 
 
The Wellness Works fundraiser will mark ART from the ashes' seventh benefit exhibition 
since its inception and presents a unique avenue to support local community through the 
cathartic power of art.  http://www.artfromtheashes.org 
 
About California School Health Centers Association  
The California School Health Centers Association (CSHC) is the statewide organization 
leading the movement to put health care where kids are — in school.  Our mission is to 
improve the health and academic success of children and youth by advancing health services 
in schools. We envision a day when all of California’s children and youth are healthy and 
achieving at their full potential. http://www.schoolhealthcenters.org 
 
About Los Angeles Trust for Children's Health 
Formed in 1991, the Los Angeles Trust for Children’s Health (the LA Trust) is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization working to improve the health of the nearly 700,000 children of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD). The LA Trust provides strategic funding and support 
for LAUSD Wellness Networks, school health centers and other student health services; 
increases public awareness of and advocates for effective responses to critical health issues; 
and promotes collaboration among health organizations to address the needs of children.  
Programs supported by the LA Trust have provided in excess of 200,000 healthcare visits 
annually to the students of LAUSD.  
 
Visit our website at www.LAtrustforchildrenshealth.org or contact Maryjane Puffer, Executive 
Director, LA Trust for Children’s Health at mj4trust@gmail.com or phone: 213-241-3846 
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